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; & Using shades of purple and grey and a patchwork
» collection of treasures, interior designer

4 Michela Curetti has created a cosy haven in the
ancient ltalian town of Mondovi
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nterior architect and designer Michela Curetti

is overflowing with creativity: it's evident in the

vivacity in her eyes, and in the dashes of purple in
her lovely apartment in the ancient city of Mondovi,
in Piedmont, ltaly. Curetti’s flat is situated on the two
top floors of a noble palazzo, a historic building from
the 19th century that sits in the very centre of the city.
From the top floor, there is access to a large roof
terrace, overlooking the many towers of Mondovi and
the snow-covered mountains of the nearby ltalian Alps.

The flat includes a bedroom, a dressing room and
a bathroom on the fourth floor of the building, along
with a newly restored loft space, which was originally
the palazzo’s storage attic. The transformed loft is
now a large open space that includes a living room,
a dining area, a kitchen and a working space plus the
main bathroom.
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above left to right:

“When | saw this space my imagination ran away
with me,” says Curetti, who studied Fine Arts in Milan
and who now has a million projects going at the
same time, designing furniture and carpets as well as
creating beautiful interiors.

In order to revamp it so that as much light as possible
would stream in, and so as to create an open space,
walls had to be removed and the roof structure was
changed into a two winged structure. One wing looks
towards the mountains and the other, towards the hills of
the Langhe region.

Curetti tried to save as much of the original structure as
possible: the graniglia floor tiles in the entrance hall, the
parquet herringbone floors in the bedroom; the doors,
the wallcovering in the bedroom, among others. Thick
oak floor panels line the whole top floor and staircase:
these were once roof beams, removed in the renovation
‘A piece of the house that remained in the house,”
smiles the designer.

As for decorating the place, Curetti had started up a
collection years before she found this flat. “The Saarinen
table and the chairs | bought in Paris about 15 years ago,
when Saarinen had not yet had his great comeback,’
says the ingenious designer. “I buy pieces that attract
me to their shapes and materials. In a way my home is a
patchwork of different styles, all chosen with sincerity and
my inner aesthetic instinct”.
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Curetti’'s clients often ask her to help them furnish
their homes, so she searches for the right pieces in retro
shops, at flea markets and at online auctions. Some
pieces eventually find their way into her own home. The
mauve wallpaper that lines the staircase is just one such
example: by Rubelli, she found it for some clients. But
at that time, purple was not a colour many of her clients
understood or would have dared to use in their homes.
‘As happens so often, | fell in love with the piece ... and
in a way | was quite happy that the client rejected it, so |
could use it in my own flat,” she says happily.

The floor lamps that sit next to the work table followed
a similar route to her home. The work table is one of
Curetti's own designs; a prototype made from a thin
sheet of carbon fibre covered in leather. The original
graniglia floor tiles in the entrance area have flecks of
violet through them, perfectly matching the plum hues of
the lovely wallpaper.

In the bedroom, heritage floral wallpaper from the
19th century creates a stripe across one wall. Curetti
discovered it after removing two or three layers of
wallpaper that lay on top of it; bland designs from the
1940s and 1970s. So she retained a large, weathered
strip of it, which, together with the rosé silk-taffeta curtains
and the antique tulle sheers, adds a delicate, feminine
touch against the smoky-coloured walls.

The loft space, meanwhile, is airy next to the intimacy
of the tones in the bedroom. Here, there’s a dash of
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IN' THE BEDROOM, HERITAGE FLORAL WALLPAPER FROM THE 19TH CENTURY
CREATES A STRIPE ACROSS ONE SMOKY WALL. NEXT TO THE ROSE SILK-TAFFETA
CURTAINS AND THE ANTIQUE TULLE SHEERS, IT ADDS A DELICATE, FEMININE TOUCH

:
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Arabic fairytale thanks to the collection of six lanterns
in aubergine, oriental silk screens and a collection of
wooden stools.

One of Curetti's design strengths is her ability to create
spontaneous, original decorative solutions of great
impact. She has applied this streak of creative genius in
her own apartment — the table lamp hanging on top of
the dining table, for example, she brought to life using
necklaces of glass beads, collected on different trips to
Morocco. “I was expecting an important group of friends
for dinner and | still only had a naked light bulb hanging
from the ceiling, so | took all the necklaces and wound
them around the electric cable,” explains the designer.
The bathroom floor was inspired by an Etro pattern — she
painted it as a stencil on the wooden floor on a Sunday
afternoon.

By blending her own craft work with modern pieces
and vintage items, Curetti has concocted a unique home
that truly evokes the creative spirit of its owner. Pockets of
purple here and there — from shades of plum and violet to
lilac and lavender — add a feminine touch that's also edgy
when combined with shades of smoke grey, charcoal
and white. It's a look that’s utterly cosy, unusual and
altogether pretty.
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